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Abstract

We investigate behavioral responses of judges and prosecutors to more severe punishments
by analyzing the effects of Truth-in-Sentencing (TIS) laws in a large sample of individual
criminal cases. The TIS laws raised effective punishment by requiring offenders to serve at
least 85% of their imposed sentence in prison. Differences between the U.S. states in the
timing of adoption and the types of crimes covered provide a source of identification. The
key findings are: (1) The TIS laws reduced the probability that an arrested offender is
eventually convicted by 25% through an increase in the probability that the case is dismissed,
a reduction in the probability that the defendant pleads guilty, and a reduction in the
probability that the defendant is convicted at trial. (2) The TIS laws the reduced the imposed
sentence that a defendant may expect upon arrest by 14%. The behavioral responses are
empirically important to partially mitigate the intended deterrent effect of the TIS laws.

Abstrakt

Clanek zkouma reakce soudcti a prokuratorti na zpiisnéni trestdl odnéti svobody tim, Ze
analyzuje dopady reforem trestniho prdva v jednotlivych statech USA, souhrnné
oznacovanych jako zakony o ,,Truth-in-Sentencing" (TIS). Zakony TIS vyzadovaly, aby
odsouzeni zlocinci byli propusténi az po uplynuti 85% ulozené trestni sazby, ¢imZ oproti
piedchozi praxi vyrazné prodlouzily dobu, kterou zloCinec stravi ve vézeni. Dopady zakoni
TIS odhadujeme na datovém souboru o cca 80,000 trestnich piipadech ve vybranych
okresech USA v letech 1990-2002. Identifikace odhadli vyuziva rozdili mezi staty v roce,
kdy zavedly zédkony TIS, a v druzich trestnych ¢inii, na které se tyto zdkony vztahovaly.
Hlavnimi zji$ténimi jsou: (1) Zakony TIS sniZily pravdépodobnost, zZe zat€eny obvinény bude
odsouzen, o 25%. Za timto celkovym poklesem stoji reakce subjektd v rtuznych fazich
trestniho procesu -- vys$S$i pravdépodobnost, ze trestni stithani bude zastaveno, nizsi
pravdépodobnost, ze obvinény piistoupi na dohodu o viné a trestu, a nizsi pravdépodobnost,
ze obvinény bude odsouzen v hlavnim liceni. (2) Zakony TIS snizily trestni sazbu, jejiz
uvaleni mize obvinény ocekavat, o 14%. Tyto zmény v rozhodovani soudcii a prokuratort
jsou empiricky vyznamné a ¢astecné zmirnily zamysleny represivni u¢inek prisnéjsich trestu.
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