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Abstract

"The Czech Republic is emerging as a vast exception to the post-socialist political development
of Eastern and Central Europe."

Drawing political parallels between the Czech Republic and other members of the Visegrad group
of countries, the author explains the continuing popularity of neo-liberal politics in the Czech
Republic and some of the policies deployed to achieve it: unemployment control and wage
regulation, bankruptcy prevention, social safety nets, and active labor market policies. Many of
these policies, although inconsistent with the Thatcherite rhetoric of the government, form the
backbone of its popular support.

The privatization program, its adept implementation by the government, and its contribution to
government popularity are also described. The sociological consequences of these political
actions are discussed with reference to the Czech transformation; the author defines important
public attitudes and describes how the population was prepared to make compromises, thus
indicating the degree of confidence in the government.

In conclusion, political culture and economic strength are recognized as integral parts of this
complicated reform, whose success the author attributes to its social acceptability with regard to
the voters, and to the skill of the government in its implementation.

Abstrakt

,.Ceska republika se objevuje jako svétla vyjimka na pozadi politického vyvoje stiedi a vychodni
Evropy."

Autor zachycuje politické paralely mezi Ceskou republikou a ostatnimi zemémi visegradské
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skupiny. Vysvétluje pietrvavajici popularitu neoliberalni politiky v Ceské republice a uvadi
nékteré kroky, které vedly k dosazeni této popularity (kontrolu nezaméstnanosti a mzdovou
regulaci, zabranéni bankrotim, vytvoteni socialni zachranné sit¢ a aktivni politiku na trhu prace).
Ackoliv jsou nékteré z téchto krokii v rozporu s thatcherovskou rétorikou vlady, vytvareji
zékladnu pro podporu vetejnosti vlade.

Dale se popisuje program privatizace, jeho zdafilé provedeni vladou a jeho ptispéni k popularité
vlady. V souvislosti s ¢eskou transformaci se diskutuji sociologické diisledky téchto politickych
krokl. Autor uvadi hlavni rysy postoje vetejnosti, popisuje, jak byla vefejnost pfipravena piijimat
kompromisy, ¢imz ukazuje stupenn divéry ve vladu.

Na zavér se dochdzi k poznani, Ze politicka kultura a ekonomicka stabilita predstavuji integralni
soucdst slozité reformy. Jeji Gspéch autor pfipisuje socialni ptijatelnosti pro volice a schopnosti
vlady v jejim provedeni.



