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Abstract

This paper estimates the impact of immigrant network spillovers on international trade.
Contrary to previous studies focusing mostly on the trade enhancing role of immigrant
networks, the present framework allows for potential trade diverting effects. A simple
matching model that incorporates both trade creation and diversion channels furthermore
points at the importance of relative as opposed to absolute measures of immigrant networks.
Using a new dataset of 19 OECD countries, I find that while immigrant networks indeed
facilitate exports from host to source country, they simultaneously hurt trade with the host
country’s other trading partners. In addition, I find that the impact of information-related trade
barriers might be negatively related to the economic size of the trading partner. In particular,
the larger the trading partner, the smaller the trade benefits of lower information costs due to a
shared common language.

Abstrakt

V ¢lanku odhaduji vliv vazeb imigrantdl na domovskou zemi v mezindrodnim obchodé.
Narozdil od ptedchozich studii, které zkoumaly pouze jejich potencidlni piinos, se zaméiuji i
na mozné naklady ve formé odklonu obchodnich tokii. Soucasti prace je jednoduchy model
zachycujici jak pfinosy, tak i naklady imigrantskych vazeb. Model dale poukazuje na
dilezitost relativnich ukazateld mnozstvi imigrantl, které byly v dosavadni literatuie
opomijeny. V empirické ¢asti pouzivam nova data zahrnujici 19 hostitelskych zemi v ramci
sdruzeni OECD. Vysledky naznacuji, Ze ackoliv imigranti rozvijeji obchod s domovskou
zemi, maji zaroven negativni vliv na obchod hostitelské zemé s ostatnimi obchodnimi
partnery. V praci také ukazuji, Ze dopad informacnich bariér na mezindrodni obchod je
inverzni funkci velikosti obchodniho partnera.
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