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Abstract

Other-regarding preferences are central for the ability to solve collective action problems and
thus for society’s welfare. We study how the formation of other-regarding preferences during
childhood is related to parental background. Using binary-choice dictator games to classify
subjects into other-regarding types, we find that children of less educated parents are less
altruistic and more spiteful. This link is robust to controlling for a range of child, family, and
peer characteristics, and is attenuated for smarter children. The results suggest that less
educated parents are either less efficient to instill social norms or their children less able to

acquire them.
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Abstrakt

Socialni preference jednotlivce hraji klicovou pii rozhodovani zda spolupracovat a tudiz pro
blahobyt spole¢nosti. V tomto ¢lanku studujeme, zda a jak formovani socidlnich preferenci
souvisi se socio-ekonomickych statutem rodi¢t. Série experimentalnich her nam umoziuje
déti klasifikovat podle typu jejich socialnich preferenci. Zjistili jsme, ze déti méné vzdélanych
rodict jsou méné¢ altruistické a vice zavidi. Efekt vzdélani rodict je zeslaben u déti, které maji
vysoké kognitivni schopnosti. Tyto vysledky implikuji, ze mén¢ vzdé€lani rodice jsou bud’
méné efektivni pfi v§tépovani socialnich norem svym détem ¢i jejich déti méné schopné tyto

normy internalizovat.



