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Abstract

We develop a novel estimator of unreported income, perhaps due to tax evasion,

that does not depend on as strict identifying assumptions as previous estimators

based on microeconomic data. The standard identifying assumption that the self-

employed underreport income whereas wage and salary workers do not is likely to

fail in countries where employees are often paid under the table or have a secondary

source of self-employed income. Assuming that evading individuals have a higher

consumption-income gap than non-evading ones due underreporting both to tax

authorities and in surveys, an endogenous switching model with unknown sample

separation enables the estimation of consumption-income gaps for both underre-

porting and truthful households. This avoids the need to identify non-evading and

evading groups ex ante. This methodology is applied to data from Czech and Slovak

household budget surveys and shows that estimated evasion is substantially higher

than found using previous methodologies.
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Abstrakt

Vyvinuli jsme odhad nereportovaného př́ıjmu (pravděpodobně svázaného s daňo-

vými úniky), který využ́ıvá mikroekonomických dat a který neńı založený na tak

př́ısných předpokladech jako předchoźı odhady. Standardńı předpoklad, že samo-

statně výdělečně činné osoby nepřiznávaj́ı část př́ıjmu, zat́ım co zamě-stnanci tuto

možnost nemaj́ı, může selhat v zemı́ch, kde je relativně časté platit část mzdy hotově

bez dokladu, nebo kde maj́ı zaměstnanci v́ıce zdroj̊u př́ıjmu. Pokud předpokládáme,

že jednotlivci s nepřiznanými př́ıjmy maj́ı vyšš́ı rozd́ıl mezi spotřebou a př́ıjmem

než ti, kteř́ı sv̊uj př́ıjem přiznávaj́ı, můžeme odhadovat tento rozd́ıl pro obě sku-

piny. Využ́ıváme přitom regresńı model s přechodem mezi dvěma stavy (přiznaný

a zatajovaný př́ıjem), kde pravidlo přechodu neńı plně známé a je endogenńı (en-

dogenous switching model with unknown sample separation rule). T́ım se vyhneme

potřebě rozdělit domácnosti do těchto skupin ex ante. Tato metodologie aplikovaná

na českých a slovenských rodinných účtech vede k vyšš́ım odhad̊um šedé ekonomiky

jako předchoźı mikroekonomické metodologie.
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